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A state plow truck clears the snow along Route 30 in Jamaica, Vt., during a snowstorm on Friday, 
Dec. 16, 2022. 
Associated Press 
Arctic air will blast much of U.S. just 
before Christmas 


By JEFF MARTIN and JULIE WALKER 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Forecasters are warn- 
ing of treacherous holiday travel and life- 
threatening cold for much of the nation as 
an arctic air mass blows into the already- 
frigid southern United States. 
“We’re looking at much-below normal 
temperatures, potentially record-low tem- 
peratures leading up to the Christmas 
holiday,” said Zack Taylor, a meteorologist 
with the National Weather Service. 
The polar air arrives as an earlier storm 
system gradually winds down in the north- 


eastern U.S. after burying parts of the re- 
gion under two feet (61 centimeters) of 
snow. More than 80,000 customers in New 
England were still without power on Sun- 
day morning, according to poweroutage. 
us, which tracks outages across the coun- 
try. 
The incoming artic front brings “extreme 
and prolonged freezing conditions for 
southern Mississippi and southeast Louisi- 
ana,” the National Weather Service in a 
special weather statement Sunday. 
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Arctic air will blast much of U.S. just before Christmas 


By Thursday night, temper- 
atures will plunge as low as 
13 degrees (minus 10.6 Cel- 
sius) in Jackson, Mississippi; 
and around 5 degrees (mi- 
nus 15 Celsius) in Nashville, 
Tennessee, 
the 
National 
Weather Service predicts. 
For much of the U.S., the 
winter weather will get 
worse before it gets better. 
The coming week has the 
potential for “the coldest 
air of the season” as the 
strong artic front marches 


across the eastern two- 
thirds of the country in the 
days 
before 
Christmas, 
according to the latest 
forecasts from the federal 
Weather Prediction Center 
in College Park, Maryland. 
The center warned of a 
“massive expanse of frig- 
id temperatures from the 
Northern 
Rockies/North- 
ern Plains to the Midwest 
through the middle of the 
week, and then reaching 
the Gulf Coast and much 


of the Eastern U.S. by Friday 
and into the weekend.” 
The arctic air was already 
pouring into Montana Sun- 
day night, but that wasn’t 
deterring residents from ice 
fishing and hunting coy- 
otes. 
Ice fishing will continue 
through the cold blast, 
since 
the 
temperatures 
won’t scare away anglers 
there — “not the hard-core 
ones anyway,” said Ja- 
son Mundel, who runs the 


Ripp’n Lipps Guide Service 
in northeastern Montana. 
Mundel said it was 4 de- 
grees (minus 15.6 Celsius) 
there Sunday night, and 
a coyote contest was still 
going on in a nearby com- 
munity. “Those guys are just 
out in the elements, just 
bundled up,” he said. 
In Atlanta, where tempera- 
tures are set to drop be- 
low freezing early Monday 
morning, forecasters warn 
of even colder air by late 
in the week, according to 
the National Weather Ser- 
vice office in Peachtree 
City, Georgia. The low Fri- 
day night in Atlanta will be 
around 13 degrees (minus 
10.6 Celsius) with the high 
temperature Saturday still 
below the freezing mark at 
around 29 degrees (minus 
1.7 Celsius), the Weather 
Service projects. 
Freezing temperatures can 
take lives in an instant — a 
heartbreaking reality that 
Atlanta 
homeless 
advo- 
cate George Chidi knows 
firsthand. 
He went to check on a 
woman with severe mental 
health issues in downtown 
Atlanta earlier this year, 
and found she had died of 
suspected hypothermia just 
hours earlier. Her body was 
found outside the Grey- 
hound bus station, which is 
open 24 hours in the heart 


of downtown Atlanta, he 
said. “She died within 100 
feet of three heated build- 
ings,” Chidi said. 
He said people without 
housing who die in freez- 
ing weather often do so 
because they are battling 
alcohol, drugs or severe 
mental illness, or they do 
not trust others and find 
themselves on the streets 
rather than a shelter with 
other people. 
Homeless people in south- 
ern states are also vulner- 
able to its weather patterns 
that make it comfortable 
one week, but suddenly 
freezing the next. 
“A main factor isn’t the 
temperature itself,” Chidi 
said. “It’s the speed with 
which 
the 
temperature 
drops.” 
Florida will not have a white 
Christmas, but forecasters 
are expecting that week- 
end to be unusually cold 
throughout the state. 
Northern Florida cities such 
as Jacksonville, Tallahassee 
and Pensacola have pre- 
dicted lows in the 20s (mi- 
nus 3 Celsius) on Christmas 
Eve, with highs of about 40 
(4 Celsius). 
In 
the 
Northeast, 
util- 
ity companies brought in 
extra workers from other 
states but were hampered 
by slick roads and danger- 
ous conditions.q 


A man is covered in snow on Fenn Street in Pittsfield, Mass, 
Friday, Dec. 16, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 
In the days after a gunman 
killed five people at a gay 
nightclub in Colorado last 
month, much of social me- 
dia lit up with the now fa- 
miliar expressions of grief, 
mourning and disbelief. 
But on some online mes- 
sage boards and platforms, 
the tone was celebratory. 
“I love waking up to great 
news,” wrote one user on 
Gab, a platform popular 
with far-right groups. Other 
users on the site called for 
more violence. 
The hate isn’t limited to 
fringe sites. On Twitter, You- 
Tube and Facebook, re- 
searchers and LGBTQ ad- 
vocates have tracked an 
increase in hate speech 
and threats of violence di- 
rected at LGBTQ people, 
groups and events, with 
much of it directed at trans- 
gender people. 
The content comes after 
conservative lawmakers in 
several states introduced 
dozens of anti-LGBTQ mea- 
sures and amid a wave of 
threats 
targeting 
LGBTQ 
groups, as well as hospitals, 
health care workers, librar- 
ies and private businesses 
that support them. 
“I don’t think people un- 
derstand the state of dan- 
ger that we’re living in right 
now,” said Jay Brown, se- 
nior vice president at the 
Human Rights Campaign 
and a transgender man. “A 
lot of that is happening on- 


line, and online threats are 
turning into threats of real 
violence offline.” 
Hospitals in Boston, Pitts- 
burgh, Phoenix, Washing- 
ton, D.C., and other cit- 
ies have received bomb 
threats and other harassing 
messages after mislead- 
ing claims spread online 
about transgender care 
programs. 
In 
Tennessee, 
masked members of a 
white supremacist group 
showed up recently at a 
holiday charity event at 
a bookstore because the 
evening’s 
entertainment 
included a drag perform- 
er. An upcoming holiday 
party at an adults-only gay 
nightclub scheduled for Fri- 
day was also the subject of 


threats. The party’s theme? 
Ugly Christmas sweaters. 
“And they’re still coming 
after us? It’s just straight up 
bigotry and hatred at this 
point,” said Jessica Patter- 
son, one of the organizers of 
the event, who noted that 
groups calling for violence 
against LGBTQ groups of- 
ten espouse other bigotries 
too. “They just have to hate 
someone.” 
The transphobic content 
targeting events such as 
Patterson’s is just a sub- 
set of the hateful content 
about Jews, Muslims, wom- 
en, Black people, Asians 
and others that has internet 
safety advocates and an 
increasing number of law- 
makers in the United States 


and elsewhere pushing for 
tougher regulations that 
would force tech compa- 
nies to do more. 
There’s no simple explana- 
tion for the increase in hate 
speech documented by 
researchers recent years. 
Socio-economic 
stress 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, increased polit- 
ical polarization and resur- 
gent far-right movements 
have all been blamed. 
So have politicians such 
as Donald Trump, whose 
brash use of social media 
emboldened extremists on- 
line. 
“I’ve been tracking hate- 
fueled extremist communi- 
ties for more than 25 years 
but I’ve never seen hate 


speech — let alone the 
calls for violence that they 
spark — reach the volume 
they have now,” extremism 
researcher Rita Katz wrote 
in an email to The Associ- 
ated Press. 
Katz is co-founder of SITE 
Intelligence Group, which 
monitors far-right internet 
sites and has identified doz- 
ens of threats against LG- 
BTQ groups and events in 
the U.S. in recent months. 
SITE released a bulletin 
Thursday detailing death 
threats against drag per- 
formers 
after 
one 
ap- 
peared at the White House 
bill signing of the Respect 
for Marriage Act. 
Researchers at the Cen- 
ter for Countering Digital 
Hate, a nonprofit with of- 
fices in the U.S. and United 
Kingdom, studied the so- 
cial media messages that 
spread 
immediately 
af- 
ter the Colorado Springs 
shooting in November and 
found many examples of 
far-right Trump supporters 
celebrating the carnage. 
The users who didn’t praise 
the shooting often claimed 
it was faked by authorities 
and the media as a way to 
make conservatives look 
bad. 
Online hate speech has 
been linked to offline vio- 
lence in the past, and 
many of the perpetrators of 
recent mass shootings were 
later found to be immersed 
in online worlds of bigotry 
and conspiracy theories.q 


Anti-LGBTQ hate thrives online, spurs fears of more violence 


Attendees congregate at a rally against gender-affirming care at War Memorial Plaza in Nashville, 
Tenn., Oct. 21, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Biden marks 50th anniversary of death 
of wife, daughter 


By COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — 
President Joe Biden and 
his family held a private 
memorial service Sunday 
to mark the 50th anniver- 
sary of the car crash that 
killed his first wife and their 
baby daughter. 
Biden, who had just been 
elected to the Senate 
in November 1972, was 
not in the car when his 
wife, 30-year-old Neilia, 
and 
their 
13-month-old 
daughter, Naomi, were 
broadsided by a tractor- 


trailer on Dec. 18 of that 
year as they went out to 
buy a Christmas tree. The 
couple’s two sons, Beau 
and Hunter, who were just 
about to turn 4 and 3 at 
the time, were also in the 
car and were seriously in- 
jured. The tragedy almost 
prompted Biden, also age 
30 when the accident 
happened, to give up his 
fledgling political career. 
But on the advice of oth- 
er senators he stayed in 
office, commuting back 
and forth from Washing- 
ton to Delaware. Biden’s 


raw 
openness 
around 
grief and his ability to em- 
pathize with fellow Ameri- 
cans who have experi- 
enced loss have become 
defining traits of his politi- 
cal career. 
Biden married Jill Jacobs 
in 1977 and they had a 
daughter, 
Ashley. 
Both 
women joined him on Sun- 
day, as did Hunter and 
many of the president’s 
grandchildren 
among 
others at St. Joseph on 
the Brandywine Roman 
Catholic Church. After the 
service, the family walked 


out toward the graves car- 
rying two large wreaths. 
Beau Biden died of brain 


cancer in 2015 at 46. 
He is also buried at the 
cemetery.q 


President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk between 
tombstones to attend Mass at St. Joseph on the Brandywine 
Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022. 


Associated Press 
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By DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Business Writer 
The Transportation Security Administration is raising 
the fine for people caught with a gun in their carry-on 
bag after intercepting a record number of firearms at 
security checkpoints this year. 
The TSA said Friday it’s raising the maximum fine to 
$14,950. Previously it was $13,910. 
TSA officers have found 6,301 firearms in carry-on bags 
so far this year, surpassing the previous record of 5,972 
detected in 2021. The numbers have been increasing 
steadily over the last decade; in 2012, 1,549 firearms 
were detected at security checkpoints. 
Eighty-eight percent of the guns found this year were 
loaded, the TSA said. 
Firearm possession laws vary by location, but guns are 
never allowed in carry-on bags at any airport security 
checkpoint, even if a passenger has a concealed- 
weapon permit. Passengers transporting firearms must 
do so in a locked case in checked baggage. They 
also must declare them to the airline, the TSA said. 
At a congressional hearing earlier this year, some law- 
makers and airport administrators called for higher 
fines, gun safety classes for violators and other mea- 
sures. They said the maximum fines were rarely im- 
posed and clearly weren’t working as a deterrent. 
But other lawmakers said most of the passengers who 
get caught simply forgot they were carrying a gun, 
and higher fines won’t stop that problem. 
When the TSA finds a gun, it generally checks to see if 
it was stolen or involved in a previous crime. The agen- 
cy may also confiscate the gun. 
In addition to the fine __ an amount determined by 
the TSA based on the circumstances of each case 
__ the TSA will revoke PreCheck eligibility for at least 
five years for anyone caught with a gun at a secu- 
rity checkpoint. Passengers may also be arrested for a 
firearms violation depending on the state or local laws 
in the airport’s location.q 


By GIOVANNA DELL’ORTO, 
MORGAN LEE and ACACIA 
CORONADO 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
EL PASO, Texas (AP) — 
Texas border cities were 
preparing Sunday for a 
surge of as many as 5,000 
new migrants a day across 
the U.S.-Mexico border as 
pandemic-era immigration 
restrictions expire this week, 
setting in motion plans 
for providing emergency 
housing, food and other es- 
sentials. 
El Paso County Judge Ri- 
cardo Samaniego told The 
Associated Press the region, 
home to one of the busi- 
est border crossings in the 
country, was coordinating 
housing and relocation ef- 
forts with NGOs and other 
cities, as well as calling on 
the state and federal gov- 
ernment for humanitarian 
help as they prepare for an 
onslaught of new arrivals 
once public health rule Title 
42 ends on Wednesday. 
The rule has been used to 
deter more than 2.5 mil- 
lion migrants from crossing 
since March 2020. 
Temperatures in the region 
were set to drop below 
freezing this week, and on 
Sunday people wrapped 
in Red Cross blankets were 
seen walking near the air- 
port. 
On Saturday, El Paso Mayor 
Oscar Leeser issued a state 
of emergency declaration 
allowing the Texas border 


city access to additional lo- 
cal and state resources for 
building shelters and other 
urgently needed aid. 
Samaniego said the or- 
der came one day after 
El Paso officials sent Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott a letter 
requesting 
humanitarian 
assistance for the region, 
adding that the request 
was for resources to help 
tend to and relocate the 
newly arriving migrants, not 
additional security forces. 
Samaniego said he has re- 
ceived no response to the 
request and plans to issue a 
similar county-wide emer- 
gency declaration speci- 
fying the kind of help the 
area needs if the city does 
not get state aid soon. 
The City of El Paso an- 
nounced 
Wednesday 
it 
received a new $6 mil- 
lion commitment from the 
Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency, but Sa- 
maniego said the area is 
still short millions of dollars 
it needs to house and pro- 
vide food and aid to the 
new arrivals. He urged the 
state and federal govern- 
ments to provide the addi- 
tional money. 
“The strategy is in place, 
we know how to do this, 
all we need is the resourc- 
es,” Samaniego said. “We 
do not need someone to 
determine how it is being 
done or how it is going to 
be done. We are one of 
the safest cities in the coun- 


try. ...We are not asking for 
direction we are asking for 
resources.” 
Samaniego said city and 
county officials have been 
working closely with NGOs 
to provide temporary hous- 
ing for migrants while they 
are processed and given 
sponsors, as well help in 
relocating them to bigger 
cities where they can be 
flown or bussed to their final 
destinations. 
City and county officials will 
join forces with NGOs at a 
one-stop emergency com- 
mand 
center 
beginning 
Wednesday, 
Samaniego 
said. Similar command cen- 
ters have been established 
previously 
for 
COVID-19 
response 
and 
following 
the deadly 2019 Walmart 
shooting in El Paso. Abbott 
has committed billions of 
dollars to “Operation Lone 
Star,” an unprecedented 
border security effort that 
has included bussing mi- 
grants to so-called sanctu- 
ary cities like New York, Los 
Angeles and Washington, 
D.C., as well as a massive 
presence of state troopers 
and National Guard along 
the Texas-Mexico border. 
Additionally, the Repub- 
lican Texas governor has 
pushed continued efforts 
to build former President 
Donald Trump’s wall using 
mostly private land along 
the Texas-Mexico border 
and crowdsourcing funds 
to help pay for it.q 


Texas border cities plan for cold, busy 
end to Title 4 


People line up inside the migrant welcome center across from the bus station in Brownsville, Texas, 
on Friday, Dec. 16, 2022. 


Associated Press 


A sign advises airline travelers not to bring their firearm through 
the Transportation Security Administration checkpoint on, 
July 28, 2022, during a media event about traveling with 
firearms at the Brownsville-South Padre Island International 
Airport in Brownsville, Texas. 


Associated Press 
TSA raising fines after 
finding record guns in 
carry-ons 
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BERLIN (AP) — A U.S. com- 
pany that helped build a 
huge aquarium in Berlin 
says it is sending a team 
to investigate the rupture 
of the tank, which sent 


a wave of debris, water 
and tropical fish crashing 
through the hotel lobby it 
was located in and onto 
the street outside. 
Reynolds Polymer Technol- 


ogy, which says it manu- 
factured and installed the 
cylinder component of the 
AquaDom tank 20 years 
ago, said in an emailed 
statement 
that 
“at 
this 
point, it is too early to deter- 
mine the factor or factors 
that would produce such a 
failure.” 
Police have said they found 
no evidence of a malicious 
act but the cause of the 
spectacular collapse short- 
ly before 6 a.m. on Friday, 
in which two people were 
slightly injured, remains un- 
clear. Berlin’s top security 
official, Iris Spranger, told 
German news agency dpa 
on Friday that “first indica- 
tions point to material fa- 
tigue.” 
About 400 to 500 mostly 


small fish from a separate 
set of aquariums housed 
under the hotel lobby were 
evacuated to other tanks 
in a neighboring aquarium 
that was unaffected. 
The AquaDom aquarium 
opened in December 2003 
and was modernized in 
2020. 
Grand Junction, Colorado- 
based Reynolds Polymer, 
which says on its website 
that 41 of its acrylic panels 
were used in building the 
tank cylinder, said it “of- 
fers its sincere concern” to 
the hotel guests and work- 
ers who were affected and 
to those who were injured. 
It said that “we are also 
deeply saddened by the 
animals and aquatic life 
lost.”q 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 
VATICAN CITY (AP) — The 
Vatican has defrocked an 
anti-abortion 
U.S. 
priest, 
Frank Pavone, for what it 
said were “blasphemous 
communications on social 
media” as well as “persis- 
tent disobedience” of his 
bishop. 
A letter to U.S. bishops from 
the Vatican ambassador 
to the U.S., Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre, obtained 
Sunday, 
said 
the 
deci- 
sion against Pavone, who 
heads 
the 
anti-abortion 
group Priests for Life, had 
been taken Nov. 9, and 
that there was no chance 
for an appeal. 
Pavone had been investi- 
gated by his then-diocese 
of Amarillo, Texas, for hav- 
ing placed an aborted fe- 
tus on an altar and posting 
a video of it on two social 
media sites in 2016. He 
posts frequently about U.S. 
politics and abortion, and 
the video of the aborted 
fetus was accompanied 
by a post saying that Hill- 
ary Clinton and the Demo- 
cratic platform would allow 
abortion to continue and 
that Donald Trump and the 
Republican platform want 
to protect unborn children. 
Pavone remains a firm sup- 
porter of Trump: His Twit- 


ter handle features him 
wearing a “MAGA” hat 
with a background photo 
featuring the former U.S. 
president, 
whom 
many 
conservatives praise for his 
Supreme Court nominees 
who overturned the land- 
mark decision guarantee- 
ing a constitutional right 
to abortion in the United 
States. 
In a tweet Sunday, Pavone 
sounded defiant, compar- 
ing his fate to that of the 
unborn. 
“So in every profession, in- 
cluding the priesthood, if 
you defend the #unborn, 
you will be treated like 
them! The only difference 
is that when we are “abort- 
ed,” we continue to speak, 


loud and clear.” 
His supporters immediately 
denounced the measure, 
including the bishop of 
Tyler, Texas, Joseph Strick- 
land, who referred to U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s sup- 
port for abortion rights as 
“evil.” 
“The blasphemy is that 
this holy priest is canceled 
while an evil president pro- 
motes the denial of truth & 
the murder of the unborn 
at every turn, Vatican of- 
ficials promote immoral- 
ity & denial of the deposit 
of faith & priests promote 
gender confusion devas- 
tating 
lives…evil,” 
Strick- 
land tweeted. 
Pavone had appealed to 
the Vatican over restric- 


tions placed on his ministry 
in 2011 by the Amarillo bish- 
op, succeeded in getting 
the restrictions eased, and 
relocated away from Texas 
while remaining active with 
Priests for Life. 
In his letter, Pierre cited in- 
formation from the Con- 
gregation for Clergy that 
Pavone had been laicized 
— he can no longer pres- 
ent himself as a priest — af- 
ter being found guilty in a 
canonical proceeding “of 
blasphemous communica- 
tions on social media and 
of persistent disobedience 
of the lawful instructions of 
his diocesan bishop.” The 
letter was first reported by 
Catholic News Agency. 
The statement said Pavone 
was given “ample oppor- 
tunity to defend himself” 
as well as to submit to his 
bishop. “It was determined 
that Father Pavone had no 
reasonable justification for 
his actions.” 
The statement concluded 
that since Priests for Life is 
not a Catholic organiza- 
tion, it would be up to the 
group to determine wheth- 
er he could continue his 
role “as a lay person.” 
Laicization, or being re- 
duced to the lay state, is 
one of the harshest sanc- 
tions in the church’s canon 
law.q 


Anti-abortion priest Pavone defrocked for 
blasphemous posts 


Frank Pavone, head of Priests for Life, gives the Homily during a 
mass at Ave Maria University’s Oratory in Naples, Fla., on March 
31, 2009 to recognize the fourth anniversary of Terri Schiavo’s 
death. 
Associated Press 


U.S. company to send team to look into Berlin aquarium rupture 


A fish lays in the debris in front of a hotel where an huge aquarium 
has burst in Berlin, Germany, Friday, Dec. 16, 2022. 


Associated Press 
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By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — European 
Union governments and 
lawmakers reached a deal 
Sunday on key elements of 


the 27-nation bloc’s green 
deal, reforming the EU’s 
trading system for green- 
house gas emissions and 
creating a new hardship 
fund for those hardest-hit 


by measures to curb cli- 
mate change. The two 
sides agreed to push Euro- 
pean industries and ener- 
gy companies to cut their 
emissions by speeding up 
the phase-out of free pol- 
lution vouchers. Doing so 
makes each ton of carbon 
dioxide that’s released into 
the atmosphere more ex- 
pensive for polluters. 
The EU’s executive Com- 
mission said the measure 
would require European 
industries to reduce their 
emissions by 62% by 2030 
from 2005 levels, compared 
to a target of 43% under 
the previous rules. 


To ensure a level playing 
field, the EU will also intro- 
duce a tax on foreign com- 
panies that want to import 
products which don’t meet 
climate-protection 
stan- 
dards European compa- 
nies have to comply with. 
The so-called Carbon Bor- 
der Adjustment Mechanism 
was agreed to last week. 
Governments and the Eu- 
ropean 
Parliament 
also 
agreed 
to 
extend 
the 
bloc’s 
emissions 
trading 
system to cover road trans- 
port and the heating of 
buildings from 2027. This is 
likely to raise the price of 
gasoline, natural gas and 


other fossil fuels for consum- 
ers, providing an incentive 
to switch to cleaner alter- 
natives. 
The deal includes an emer- 
gency clause allowing the 
introduction to be post- 
poned by a year if energy 
costs are particularly high. 
Against the backdrop of 
the current energy crisis 
that has stoked inflation in 
Europe and beyond, nego- 
tiators agreed to also cre- 
ate a social climate fund 
that will help vulnerable 
households and small busi- 
nesses cope with higher 
costs for fuel arising from 
the new measures. q 


KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Jews 
in Ukraine waging a “war 
between 
darkness 
and 
light” lit a giant menorah 
on Sunday night to start the 
eight-day Hanukkah holi- 
day as tens of thousands 
remained 
without 
elec- 
tricity and Russia’s nearly 
10-month war produced 
new victims. 
Dozens gathered in Maid- 
an Independence Square 
in the capital, Kyiv, at sun- 
down for the lighting of 
the first candle of what lo- 
cal Jewish leaders say is 
Europe’s tallest menorah. 
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
joined ambassadors from 
Israel, the United States, Ja- 
pan, Poland, Canada and 
France in a ceremony or- 
ganized by the Federation 
of Jewish Communities of 
Ukraine. They sang bless- 
ings under the flames of the 
menorah, which towered 
over the crowd and pass- 
ing cars in frigid weather. 
Rabbi Mayer Stambler, a 
leader of Ukraine’s Jewish 
community, drew parallels 
to the story of Hanukkah, 
an eight-day commemo- 
ration of the rededication 
of the Temple in Jerusalem 
by the Maccabees after 
their victory over the Syr- 
ians more than 2,000 years 
ago. When only enough oil 
was available to keep the 
temple candles lit for one 
day and night, the oil inex- 
plicably burned for eight 
days and eight nights - a 


feat now celebrated as the 
Jewish Festival of Lights. 
“We are actually now liv- 
ing through the same situa- 
tion,” said Stambler, draw- 
ing a parallel with the cur- 
rent blackouts in Ukraine 
that 
Russian 
bombard- 
ments have caused. “This 
is a war between darkness 
and light.” Among those 
watching was 47-year-old 
Viktoria Herman, who said 
the festival of lights brought 
her hope during the De- 
cember days with the least 
sunlight of the year. 
“There will be light and ev- 
erything will be fine for ev- 
eryone. And finally the war 


will end,” she said. 
The Israeli ambassador to 
Ukraine, Michael Brodsky, 
said: “I wish for the people 
of Ukraine all of that which 
Hanukkah symbolizes. I wish 
there was light on every 
Ukrainian house ... and I 
wish you victory.” 
Volunteers 
distributed 
thousands 
of 
menorahs, 
candles, printed materials, 
family puzzle games and 
sweets for the holiday to 
members of Ukraine’s Jew- 
ish minority population. 
With the holiday symbolism 
as a backdrop, Ukraine’s 
state-owned power grid 
operator Ukrenergo said 


Sunday electricity restora- 
tion work from Russian mis- 
sile damage was continu- 
ing. It said the volume of 
electricity consumption in- 
creased compared to Sat- 
urday, due to falling tem- 
peratures. 
On the battlefield, Russian 
military forces on Sunday 
shelled the center of Kher- 
son, the major city that Rus- 
sian soldiers retreated from 
last month in one of Mos- 
cow’s biggest battlefield 
setbacks in Ukraine. 
Three people were wound- 
ed in the attacks, said presi- 
dential deputy chief of staff 
Kyrylo Tymoshenko. 


The southern city and its 
surrounding region have 
come under frequent at- 
tack since the Russian pull- 
back. Regional governor 
Yaroslav Yanushevych said 
Sunday that Russia had 
carried out 54 attacks with 
rocket, mortar and tank 
fire over the previous day, 
killing three people and 
wounding six. 
Meanwhile, in Russia, the 
governor of the Belgorod 
region, Vyacheslav Glad- 
kov, said Sunday that one 
person was killed and eight 
wounded in Ukrainian shell- 
ing of the region, which lies 
along Ukraine’s northern 
border. 
In the latest phase of the 
war, Moscow’s forces have 
been heavily targeting in- 
frastructure serving civilians, 
such as water and electric- 
ity supply lines, compound- 
ing Ukrainians’ suffering as 
winter approaches. 
Ukrainian President Volody- 
myr Zelenskyy used the final 
of the soccer World Cup to 
decry war. 
“This World Cup proved 
time and again that differ- 
ent countries and different 
nationalities can decide 
who is the strongest in fair 
play but not in the playing 
with fire — on the green 
playing field, not on the red 
battlefield,” Zelenskyy said 
in an English video state- 
ment released hours before 
the final in Qatar between 
Argentina and France. 


Jewish festival of lights begins in Ukraine as battles rage 


Ukrainians take photos of a newly built Christmas tree as partial power outages continue in Kyiv, 
Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022. 


Associated Press 


EU reaches deal on emissions trading, 
social climate fund 


In this Tuesday, March 5, 2019, file photo, an employee in 
protective clothing works with a steel pouring ladle during 
a guided media tour at the steel producer Salzgitter AG in 
Salzgitter. 


Associated Press 
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Nikkei Sushi Bar, not just a sushi bar 


Nikkei is a name commonly used in Japan to refer to people of Japa- 
nese ancestry that are living abroad as citizens of other countries. It 
refers to the mix of cuisine and culture of the Japanese migrants in 
Peru. In time, successive generations created the cuisine that is gener- 
ally known as Nikkei. 


It's not just sushi 


You've eaten traditional Japanese sushi. Now, experience the most 
magical afternoon on the island. The names might be the same or 
similar, but the flavors are not. Nikkei Sushi Bar is a fusion of Asian and 
South American together with the sand of Aruba, this is how you get 
Nikkei Sushi Bar. 


Unique dishes full of originality 
and creativity. Nikkei Sushi Bar 
offers unforgettable and unique 
flavors through creative cuisine 
art so that you can enjoy a good 
sushi. 
Our menu has also a large se- 
lection of appetizers but not just 
ordinary appetizers. It is the very 
essence of Nikkei Cuisine. The 
mélange of familiar flavors high- 
light the spicy South American 
portion of our menu with subtle 


hints of Japanese seasoning to 
create the most delectable and 
memorable meals you will ever 
have. 


Nikkei Sushi Bar is for eating 
and...drinking. Pair your food 
with some Sake or Kirin Beer or 
go fusion and have an island- 
made cocktail and beer. But 
don't stop there because you 
can get a high ball or good old- 
fashioned on this rock. The bar 
is completely stocked and the 
place will make you meet and 
create newer happy moments 
on our one happy island. 


Nikkei Sushi Bar is a fusion of food, 
drink and a good ambience. 
Make your reservation at: +297 
7376506. 


Nikkei Sushi Bar 
Tanki Flip 55 
Noord Aruba 
Tel: +297 7376506 
Opening 
hours:12noon-10pm. 
every day. 
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E-Toko congratulates Ayaka di Oro winner 


The winner of the Antillian 
culinary competition ‘bus- 
kando e ayaka di oro’ 2022 
is Crystal Haseth. During the 
well-attended first edition 
of the Antillean Christmas 
market, this ayaka maker 
was awarded the title of 
best ayaka maker in the 
Netherlands and Belgium. 


The winner of buskando e 
ayaka di Oro 2022 is Crystal 
Haseth. By winning this gas- 
tronomic competition, her 
ayaka is officially the best 
ayaka of the Netherlands 
and Belgium. An ayaka is 
a delicacy eaten around 
Christmas time on the ABC- 
Islands. 


E-Toko, the main spon- 
sor of the event, also pro- 
vided the reward. E-Toko's 
director Jason Steba and 
head of marketing Ga- 
briel Schobbe presented 
the prize to the winner. The 
prize consisted 
of a winner's certificate, a 


cash prize of € 250 and the 
opportunity to sell ayakas 
via E-Toko's online store. 


The ayakas were judged 
on: 
shape, 
consistency, 
sauce, taste and content 
of the ayakas. Participants 
were judged on stage by 
a jury panel consisting of 
three chefs: Jurino Ignacio, 
Dayèhne Nowels and Tyron 
Vrutaal. Crystal from “aya- 
ka di oma" won the Antille- 
an culinary contest and the 


title “Ayaka di Oro”. Freely 
translated: Golden ayaka. 


“We conceived and orga- 
nized this event with the 
idea of giving ayaka mak- 
ers a platform to connect 
with ayaka lovers and to 
settle the discussion at the 
office about who has the 
tastiest ayaka,” says Jason 
Steba, director of E-Toko. 
Next year “Buskando e ay- 
aka di oro” will take place 
again.q 


That’s Amore 


Raffaela and Vincenzo Battaglia 
from New Jersey, USA_by way of 
Sicily_ are celebrating the 50th 
Wedding Anniversary in Aruba. 
As a gift from their children, our 
golden couple had a chance to 
spend part of this holiday season 
in Aruba. 


Now that’s amore.¤ 
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Short history of the beginnings of baseball in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Baseball was played on the is- 
land of Aruba in the 1930’s, but only by United 
States expatriates working for LAGO and living 
inside the LAGO colony. Jim Bluejacket, the 
legendary US Indian who had played in two 
major league teams, worked for LAGO during 
14 years and was a key factor in the growth of 
the popularity of the game in the colony. There 
is no record of Bluejacket ever playing outside 
the colony. 


Outside the colony, the game of baseball was 
introduced to Aruba by Venezuelan immigrants 
and sailors on the Venezuelan fishing boats that 
used Aruba as their home port. They formed 
pick-up teams and played games on Sundays 
on an open field behind what is now the Court 
of Justice. One of the Venezuelans that comes 
to mind is Felix Garrido, grandfather of our cur- 
rent Prime-Minister. 


In the late 30s the leader of this group was Raúl 
Aparicio, a cousin of Luis Aparicio who is now 
enshrined in the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. 
The Aparicios were evidently very good at 
sports. Raúl had two brothers who also played 
baseball, René and Roman. Rosendo, his only 
brother who did not play baseball became a 
professional soccer player in the Venezuelan 
league. Rosendo was nicknamed “Cabeza de 
oro” (golden head) for a memorable header 
he scored to win a game for his team. 


Interestingly, it was in Aruba that Luis Aparicio 
played his first game outside of Venezuela. This 
took place in 1950 when he played shortstop 
for the school he attended. Later he played for 
“Cabimas” in a doubleheader of the Venezue- 
lan Western League. These official games of the 
league were authorized to be played in Aruba 
by the Professional Baseball Organization of 
Venezuela. Several others who played in those 
games have also been enshrined. 


Luis Aparicio’s father was the super popular Luis 
“El Grande” (the great one) after whom the 
baseball stadium in Maracaibo is named. He 
and his brother owned the professional base- 
ball teams “Gavilanes” which later became 
the “Aguilas”, and the “Cabimas”. 
In the early ‘40s, another group, mostly immi- 


grants from the Dominican Republic also be- 
came very active with pickup teams. Some of 
these remained active in baseball well into the 
early ‘50s; as umpires, managers even as play- 
ers. Among these were Nestor “Pantin” Guerre- 
ro who also had a musical band. Perhaps not so 
coincidentally, many of Pantin’s players were 
also musicians. Luthai Pantophlet who umpired 
many years was a well-known drummer. Gaston 
Hazel was a bongo player; José Bryson and the 
brothers Nicholson, Teddy and Julio, all played 
several instruments. 


In San Nicolas, baseball was played on the 
grounds next to where the LAGO Sport Park 
(now Laveist Sport Park) was officially inaugu- 
rated in March 1941. 


During the WWII years, baseball got a big lift 
from the influx of Puerto Rican and US soldiers 
stationed here. As LAGO was playing a very im- 
portant role in the struggle against Hitler, it was 
able to get all the sports equipment needed 
here to allow more people to participate. 


In the ‘40s only the Lago Sports Park organized 
baseball championship games. The first teams 
to participate were Artraco, (Aruba Trading 
Co.), Esso Garage and Botica San Lucas. In 
1945 Venezuelan employees of the Lago refin- 
ery participated under the name of “Cafenol”, 
a very popular Venezuelan coffee brand. Two 
other groups of Venezuelan immigrants formed 
the teams “Cerveceria” (named after the icon- 
ic team Cerveceria Caracas), and “Venezu- 
ela”, although not all members of these teams 
were Venezuelans. This was also the year that 
the team sponsored by Roxy Café started to 
play as “Dodgers”. 
Dodgers became the dominant baseball pow- 
erhouse till the 1950s. 


Other teams that entered the baseball scene in 
the late 1940s: Pepsi Cola (Oranjestad) and St. 
Thomas Boys (former students of St. Thomas Col- 
lege, Oranjestad). “Baby Ruth” in San Nicolas 
played initially under the name “Camel” and 
“Barnes` Ramblers” the only team consisting of 
Lago Colony players to participate in the Lago 
Sport Park championships. “Red Rock Cola” 
was formed in Oranjestad in 1950. 


In 1952 the team Pepsi Cola became “Nesbitt’s” 
and had players of seven countries, including 
two American expats from Lago Colony. 
In 1950 a group of prominent members of 
the Aruba community founded the Amateur 
Baseball Bond of Aruba (ABBA) to give struc- 
ture to the management of the sport and be- 
came the organizers of official championship 
games. While maintaining the existing teams in 
a league that was referred to as A-class, ABBA 
established a B-class league in which the “Bud- 
weiser’ and “Braves” played the first years. 
By 1952 Aruba became a member of the In- 
ternational Amateur Baseball Association and 
fielded a team managed by Joe Proterra, (for- 
mer pitcher of “Barnes’ Ramblers”), that would 
play for the first time ever in the Amateur Base- 
ball World Series that took place in Havana, 
Cuba in September. Surprisingly, Aruba won 
two of its six games and became the darling 
of the Havana fans. Nell Harms of the Aruban 
team was named the “Outstanding player of 
the week” for his performance against Hondu- 
ras. He allowed just two hits, struck out 15 and 
hit the only homerun of the game. Joe Cam- 
bria, the famous scout for the Washington Sen- 
ators offered him a contract, but Nel was not 
interested, but the next year, at the Amateur 
Baseball World Series in Caracas, Venezuela, 
Nel and Ruben Phillips did sign and in 1954 they 
played professional baseball the Georgia-Flori- 
da League and the Texas-New Mexico League. 
They were the first Arubans to play profession- 
ally, but not the only ones. 


During the games in Havana, contacts were 
made with the organizers of Little League Base- 
ball in Cuba which eventually resulted in the 
introduction of Little League in Aruba. Little 
League of Aruba has been extremely success- 
ful: It has produced many players who earned 
baseball scholarships at universities in the Unit- 
ed States, a few who played professionally in 
the Netherlands and different countries in the 
Caribbean and five who reached the major 
leagues: Calvin Maduro, Eugene Kingsale, 
Radhames Dijkhoff, Sydney Ponson, and Xan- 
der Bogaerts one of the brightest stars of Boston 
Red Sox.q 
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Minister of Transport, Integrity, Nature and Senior Affairs, Mr. Ursell Arends 
Investments for an Animal Control Department in 2023 


ORANJESTAD – Last week, 
minister of Transport, In- 
tegrity, Nature and Senior 
Affairs, Mr. Ursell Arends 
announced the microchip- 
ping campaign for local 
pets, in order to help fight 
the issue of cats and dogs 
on the street. This is a topic 
that has been discussed 
for many years, particu- 
larly the lack of housing for 
dogs that are taken off the 
streets. 


During a press conference, 
Arends pointed out that 
he is aware of the prob- 
lem caused by a large 
amount of dogs on the 
streets in many neighbor- 
hoods in Aruba. However, 
aside from this problem, 
even though dogs can be 
rescued off the streets, the 
available space for hous- 


ing these dogs is very lim- 
ited. 


The Dog Control Center 
(CCC) is where dogs and 
cats are taken when they 
are rescued from the street 
and have no owner. At 
the CCC there is enough 
space for a total of eight 
dogs, the minister informed. 
There is space for puppies 
and very limited space for 
cats. “In my opinion it is not 
the most humane form ei- 
ther to attend to the cats”, 
he added. 


Seeing the dire situation 
regarding space for these 
animals, the minister men- 
tioned that in the 2023 bud- 
get there are funds allocat- 
ed for the government of 
Aruba to invest in an Ani- 
mal Control Department. 


“These are the steps were 
going to take to improve 
where 
these 
dogs 
are 
placed when they are 
caught and removed from 
the street. I know that the 
problem exists in a lot of 
neighborhoods, it is a prob- 
lem for years already, and 
we are approaching this 
problem aggressively right 
now”, Arends added. 


With 
the 
microchipping 
campaign, 
the 
minister 
explains, they hope that 
they can help minimize 
the amount of dogs on the 
street by using information 
that will help locate the 
owners of dogs that are on 
the streets while belong- 
ing to a household. “I hope 
that the community can 
understand the steps we 
are taking and instead of 


giving resistance, collabo- 
rate and keep their dogs in 
their yards.” 


He 
pointed 
out 
that 
once the dogs are micro- 
chipped, they can be re- 
turned to their homes more 
easily. Arends commented 


that many times when dogs 
are found on the street, 
the neighborhood itself is 
aware that the dog has an 
owner, but it is difficult to lo- 
cate the owner. The micro- 
chip will make it easier to 
bring the dog back home 
to its own family.q 


ATA Latin American team met with partners in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD – As part of Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity (ATA)’s strategy, there are different moments 
throughout the year when meetings are held 
with partners in Aruba, as well as ATA’s team 
in each market. Recently, the Latin American 
Marketing Update Meeting took place, where 
more details were presented about the plan 
and objective for 2023 to local partners. 


The meeting took place at the Hyatt Place 
Aruba Airport, where an extensive presenta- 
tion was given on what can be expected in the 
2023 marketing plan for Aruba. Those present 
received some new and out-of-the-box ideas 
to market the island of Aruba abroad, and at- 
tract even more visitors to our island. 


The Latin American market took a little longer to 
reopen after the pandemic compared to North 
America and Europe, but it’s worth noting that 
the recovering is ongoing for this market as well. 
Until November, a recovery of 76 percent was 
noted in the amount of visitors from Latin Amer- 
ica compared to the same period for 2019, so 
it is expected that this recovery will continue, 
since the market indicates that the demand is 
there. The main recovery at this moment is com- 
ing from Colombia, where numbers indicated 
that we are practically reaching the 2019 level 
once again. 


Taking advantage of having all partners to- 
gether, gratitude was expressed for their coop- 


eration to the recovery and some of the part- 
ners who produced the most, but also those 
who took part in different marketing initiatives 
and were interested in continuing growing this 
market, received a special certificate. Regard- 
ing hotels, recognition was given to Brickell Bay 
Beach Club & Spa, Barcelo Aruba, Eagle Aruba 
Resort & Casino, RIU and Holiday Inn Aruba. 
De Palm Tours also received recognition in the 
area of activities. 
ATA thanks every partner supporting the Latin 
American market, which makes the strategy for 
diversification possible. For 2023, ATA will con- 
tinue focusing on diversifying our visitors to have 
a healthy distribution of visitors from different 
regions.q 
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Twitter bans linking to Facebook, 
Instagram, other rivals 


By MATT O'BRIEN and BRIAN 
P. D. HANNON 
Associated Press 
Twitter users will no longer 
be able to link to certain 
rival social media websites, 
including what the com- 
pany described Sunday 
as "prohibited platforms" 
Facebook, Instagram and 
Mastodon. 
It's the latest move by Twit- 
ter's new owner Elon Musk 
to crack down on certain 
speech after he shut down 
a Twitter account last week 
that was tracking the flights 
of his private jet. 
"We know that many of our 
users may be active on oth- 
er social media platforms; 
however, going forward, 
Twitter will no longer allow 
free promotion of specific 
social media platforms on 
Twitter," the company said 
in a statement. 
The banned platforms in- 
clude mainstream websites 
such as Facebook and In- 
stagram, and upstart rivals 
Mastodon, 
Tribel, 
Nostr, 
Post and former President 
Donald Trump's Truth So- 
cial. Twitter gave no expla- 
nation for why the blacklist 
included those seven web- 
sites but not others such as 
Parler, TikTok or LinkedIn. 
Twitter said it will at least 
temporarily suspend ac- 
counts that include the 
banned websites in their 
profile. However, the prac- 
tice is so widespread that 
it's not clear if — or how — 
the company will enforce 
the restrictions on Twitter's 
millions of users around the 
world. 
Twitter 
previously 
took action to block links 
to one of its rivals, Mast- 
odon, after its main Twitter 
account tweeted about 
the @ElonJet controversy 
last week. Mastodon has 
grown rapidly in recent 
weeks as an alternative for 


Twitter users who are un- 
happy with Musk's overhaul 
of Twitter since he bought 
the company for $44 billion 
in late October and began 
restoring accounts that ran 
afoul of the previous Twitter 
leadership's rules against 
hateful conduct and other 
harms. 
Some Twitter users have 
included links to their new 
Mastodon profile and en- 
couraged followers to find 
them there. That's now 
banned on Twitter, as are 
attempts to bypass restric- 
tions such as by spelling out 
"instagram dot com" and a 
username instead of a di- 
rect website link. 
Instagram and Facebook 
parent 
company 
Meta 
didn't return requests for 
comment Sunday. Twitter 
said it will still allow "paid 
advertisement/promotion" 
from the otherwise banned 
platforms, as well as "cross- 
posting" some content orig- 
inating from the banned 
sites. 
Musk 
permanently 
banned the @ElonJet ac- 
count on Wednesday, then 
changed Twitter's rules to 
prohibit the sharing of an- 
other person's current loca- 
tion without their consent. 
He then took aim at jour- 


nalists who were writing 
about the jet-tracking ac- 
count, which can still be 
found on other sites includ- 
ing Mastodon, Facebook, 
Instagram and Truth Social, 
alleging that they were 
broadcasting "basically as- 
sassination coordinates." 
He used that to justify Twit- 
ter's moves last week to 
suspend the accounts of 
numerous journalists who 
cover the social media 
platform and Musk, among 
them reporters working for 
The New York Times, Wash- 
ington Post, CNN, Voice of 
America and other pub- 
lications. Many of those 
accounts were restored 
following an online poll by 
Musk. Then, over the week- 
end, The Washington Post's 
Taylor Lorenz became the 
latest journalist to be tem- 
porarily banned from Twit- 
ter. Lorenz said she and an- 
other Post technology re- 
porter were researching an 
article concerning Musk. 
She had tried to commu- 
nicate with the billionaire 
but the attempts went un- 
answered, so she tried to 
contact him Saturday by 
posting a message on Twit- 
ter tagging Musk and re- 
questing an interview. 
The specific topic was not 
disclosed in the tweet, al- 
though it was in response 
to Musk tweeting about 
an alleged incident ear- 
lier in the week involving 
a "violent stalker" in South- 
ern California and Musk's 
claims that journalists were 
revealing his family's loca- 
tion by referencing the jet- 
tracker account.q 


A Twitter logo hangs outside the company's San Francisco of- 
fices on Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Santa Cruz Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas: 
aloe Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Starving seabirds on Alaska coast show climate change peril 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dead 
and dying seabirds col- 
lected on the coasts of the 
northern Bering and south- 
ern Chukchi seas over the 
past six years reveal how 
the Arctic's fast-changing 
climate is threatening the 
ecosystems and people 
who live there, according 
to a report released Tues- 
day by U.S. scientists. 
Local communities have 
reported numerous ema- 
ciated bodies of seabirds 
— including shearwaters, 
auklets and murres — that 
usually eat plankton, krill or 
fish, but appear to have 
had difficulty finding suffi- 
cient food. The hundreds of 
distressed and dead birds 
are only a fraction of ones 
that starved, scientists say. 
"Since 2017, we've had 
multi-species seabird die- 
offs in the Bering Strait re- 
gion," said Gay Sheffield, 
a biologist at University of 
Alaska Fairbanks, based in 
Nome, Alaska and a co- 
author of the report. "The 
one commonality is ema- 
ciation, or starvation." 
The seabirds are struggling 
because of climate-linked 
ecosystem shifts — which 
can affect the supply and 
the timing of available 
food — as well as a harm- 
ful algal bloom and a viral 
outbreak in the region, she 
said. 
And their peril jeopardizes 
the human communities, 
as well: "Birds are essential 
to our region — they are 


nutritionally and economi- 
cally essential," said Shef- 
field. 
The data on seabirds is 
part of an annual report 
released by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, called the 
"Arctic Report Card," that 
documents changes in a 
region warming faster than 
anywhere else on Earth. 
"With climate change, the 
food chain is changing 
rapidly," said Don Lyons, 
a 
conservation 
scientist 
at the National Audubon 
Society's Seabird Institute, 
who was not involved in 
the report. "Food isn't pre- 
dictable in the way it used 
to be, in terms of where the 
food is, at different times of 
the year." 
While seabirds naturally ex- 
perience some lean years, 
the report documents a 
worrying pattern, said Ly- 
ons. "It seems like we've 
passed a tipping point — 
we've moved into a new 
regime where events that 
we used to think of as rare 
and unusual are now com- 


mon and frequent." 
In the past year, Arctic an- 
nual surface air tempera- 
tures were the sixth warm- 
est since records began in 
1900, the report found. And 
satellite records revealed 
that for several weeks last 
summer, large regions near 
the North Pole were virtu- 
ally clear of sea ice. 
"The sea ice extent was 
much lower than long- 
term average," said Walt 
Meier, a sea ice expert at 
the University of Colorado 
Boulder and a co-author 
of the report. 
"The most notable thing 
we saw was during the 
summer, we saw a lot of 
open-water areas up near 
the North Pole, which was 
once very rare," he said. 
"Several 
kilometers 
with 
very little or no ice, within a 
couple hundred kilometers 


of the North Pole." 
"The changes that are hap- 
pening in the Arctic are so 
fast and so profound," said 
Peter Marra, a conserva- 
tion biologist at George- 
town University, who was 
not involved in the report. 
Seabirds are metaphorical 
canaries in the coal mines, 
when it comes to showing 
broader ecosystem chang- 
es, Marra said, adding, "We 
need to do a much better 
job of monitoring these 
sentinel populations."q 


A northern fulmar bird skims the water while flying over the Ber- 
ing Sea off the coast of Alaska, Friday, July 14, 2017. 
Associated Press 
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Jenkins’ pick-6 in OT gives Jaguars 40-34 win over Cowboys 


By The Associated Press 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) 
— Rayshawn Jenkins in- 
tercepted Dak Prescott's 
bobbled pass and returned 
it 52 yards for a touchdown 
that gave the Jacksonville 
Jaguars a 40-34 victory 
over the Dallas Cowboys in 
overtime Sunday. 
Noah Brown failed to se- 
cure Prescott's low throw, 
and Jenkins made a shoe- 
lace grab and went un- 
touched the other way to 
end Jacksonville's NFL-re- 
cord 20-game skid against 
NFC teams. 
The Cowboys (10-4) ended 
a five-game winning streak 
and failed to secure a play- 
off spot. Jacksonville (6-8), 
meanwhile, 
could 
gain 
ground on Tennessee in the 
topsy-turvy AFC South. 
Jacksonville won the toss 
in overtime and had a 
chance to win it with Trevor 
Lawrence, who threw for 
318 yards and four touch- 
downs. But the Jaguars 
went three-and-out, giving 
the Cowboys a chance to 
win after squandering a 
27-10 lead. Prescott's third- 
down pass proved to be a 
difference-maker. 
Prescott completed 23 of 
30 passes for 256 yards, with 
three touchdowns and two 
interceptions. Two of his TD 
passes went to Brown. 
Prescott found Brown for 
a 13-yard score with 3:02 
remaining. Lawrence fum- 
bled while scrambling on 
the ensuing possession, but 
he got the ball back and 
drove his team into position 
for Riley Patterson's 40-yard, 
game-tying field goal on 
the final play of regulation. 
Lawrence threw three TD 
passes to Zay Jones. Travis 
Etienne ran for 103 yards. 
CHIEFS 30, TEXANS 24, OT 
HOUSTON (AP) — Jerick 
McKinnon ran for a 26-yard 
touchdown 
in 
overtime 
and Kansas City beat Hous- 
ton to clinch its seventh 
straight AFC West title. 
The Chiefs (11-3) got the 
ball first in overtime but 
had to punt after Patrick 
Mahomes was sacked by 
Blake Cashman on third 
down. Texans quarterback 
Davis Mills fumbled on a 
scramble on Houston's first 
play, and it was recovered 
by Kansas City's Willie Gay 


on the Texans 26. 
McKinnon, who also had a 
TD reception, dashed un- 
touched into the end zone 
on the next play. 
Mahomes threw for 336 
yards and two touchdowns 
and ran for a score as Kan- 
sas City overcame two 
turnovers and a season- 
high 102 penalty yards to 
win for the seventh time in 
eight games. 
The Chiefs trailed most of 
the day. Mahomes dashed 
5 yards into the end zone 
early in the fourth quarter 
and hit McKinnon for the 
2-point conversion to give 
Kansas City a 24-21 lead. 
Houston (1-12-1) tied it on 
Ka'imi Fairbairn's 29-yard 
field goal with 5:11 left in 
regulation. 
Mills threw for 121 yards 
and two touchdowns while 
sharing time at quarter- 
back with Jeff Driskel. The 
Texans dropped their ninth 
straight game, their longest 
skid since losing the final 14 
games of the 2013 season. 
LIONS 20, JETS 17 
EAST 
RUTHERFORD, 
N.J. 
(AP) — Jared Goff threw a 
go-ahead 51-yard touch- 
down pass to Brock Wright 
on fourth-and-1 with 1:49 
remaining, and Detroit held 
on to beat Zach Wilson and 
New York. 
Coming out of the two-min- 
ute warning, Goff looked 
to his left and found Wright 
wide open, and the tight 


end rumbled untouched 
into the end zone. 
Wilson and the Jets had 
one 
more 
chance. 
He 
completed a 20-yard pass 
to Elijah Moore on fourth 
down, setting up Greg Zue- 
rlein for a 58-yard field-goal 
try. But the kick went wide 
left, sending the Lions (7- 
7) to their third straight win 
and sixth in their past seven 
games. 
The loss further damaged 
the playoff hopes for the 
Jets (7-7), who are looking 
to snap an 11-year post- 
season drought. 
Wilson threw a go-ahead 
1-yard 
touchdown 
pass 
to C.J. Uzomah with 4:41 
remaining. Starting after 
being benched for three 
games, Wilson finished 18 
of 35 for 317 yards with 
two touchdown throws to 
Uzomah — and a costly in- 
terception. Wilson played in 
place of Mike White, who's 
dealing with fractured ribs. 
Goff was 23 of 38 for 252 
yards and the touchdown 
to Wright. 
EAGLES 25, BEARS 20 
CHICAGO (AP) — Jalen 
Hurts tied a career high by 
running for three touch- 
downs and Philadelphia 
outlasted Chicago. 
The Eagles (13-1), with the 
best record in the NFL, 
made just enough plays to 
come away with a tighter- 
than-anticipated win. 
Chicago's 
Justin 
Fields 


rushed for 95 yards to reach 
exactly 1,000 on the sea- 
son, joining Michael Vick 
and Lamar Jackson as 
the only quarterbacks to 
rush for 1,000 or more. He 
also set a franchise single- 
season rushing record for a 
QB. But the Bears (3-11) lost 
their seventh straight game 
— their worst skid since 
dropping eight in a row in 
2002 to match a franchise 
record. 
Hurts is also closing in on his- 
tory as a rusher. He has 13 
rushing touchdowns, one 
short of the NFL record for 
a QB, set by Cam Newton 
during his rookie year in 
2011. 
Hurts finished with 61 yards 
rushing and has 747 this 
season. He also threw for 
315 yards, completing 22 
of 37 passes with two inter- 
ceptions. 
Fields hit a wide-open Byron 
Pringle for a 35-yard touch- 
down that pulled Chicago 
within five with 2:43 remain- 
ing, but the Bears didn't get 
the ball back. 
STEELERS 24, PANTHERS 16 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Mitch Trubisky threw for 
179 yards and engineered 
three 
long 
touchdown 
drives as Pittsburgh dealt 
a major blow to Carolina's 
playoff hopes. 
Trubisky, filling in for con- 
cussed rookie Kenny Pick- 
ett, ran for a 1-yard touch- 
down and played turnover- 


free football. Najee Harris 
carried 24 times for 86 yards 
and a touchdown and Jay- 
len Warren added a 2-yard 
TD run for Pittsburgh (6-8), 
which has won three of its 
last four. 
The Panthers (5-9) entered 
the weekend in control of 
their playoff destiny, need- 
ing four wins in four games 
to win the unimpressive 
NFC South. 
But Carolina, a run-first 
team, couldn't get any- 
thing going on the ground. 
The Panthers managed just 
21 yards on 16 carries as the 
Steelers stacked the box 
and dared Sam Darnold to 
beat them. 
Darnold finished 14 of 23 
for 225 yards with a 5-yard 
touchdown pass to D.J. 
Moore. But he was sacked 
four times, and the Pan- 
thers struggled in the red 
zone. 
Trubisky led the Steelers on 
touchdown drives of 67 and 
75 yards on Pittsburgh's first 
two possessions. Pittsburgh 
got the ball to start the sec- 
ond half and put together 
a 21-play, 91-yard drive 
that took nearly 12 minutes 
off the clock, culminating in 
Trubisky's QB sneak for a TD. 
SAINTS 21, FALCONS 18 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Andy 
Dalton and Taysom Hill 
combined to throw three 
touchdown passes, and 
New Orleans beat Atlanta 
in rookie quarterback Des- 
mond Ridder's debut. 
Juwan Johnson had ca- 
reer-high 67 yards receiv- 
ing and caught both of 
Dalton's scoring passes. Hill, 
a utility player who lines up 
mostly at tight end, threw 
his second touchdown pass 
of the season on a 73-yard 
connection with rookie re- 
ceiver Rashid Shaheed. 
New 
Orleans 
(5-9) 
re- 
mained 
mathematically 
alive in the anemic NFC 
South. 
Atlanta (5-9) was down by 
a field goal and threating 
to score with less than three 
minutes remaining when 
Ridder hit Drake London 
over the middle for first- 
down yardage on fourth- 
and-5. But safety Justin 
Evans punched the ball 
from London's grasp, and 
cornerback Bradley Robey 
snagged it out of the air.q 


Jacksonville Jaguars safety Rayshawn Jenkins (2) celebrates with fans after an interception during 
the second half of an NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Associated Press 
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Messi wins World Cup to push claim to be soccer's GOAT 


By JAMES ROBSON 
AP Soccer Writer 
LUSAIL, Qatar (AP) — After 
finally winning the World 
Cup, Lionel Messi made his 
strongest case yet to be 
considered soccer's great- 
est player of all time. 
It will never be possible to 
say 
definitively, 
though, 
even after Argentina's 4-2 
penalty shootout victory 
over France on Sunday in 
the final at Lusail Stadium. 
Messi has been his coun- 
try's inspiration throughout 
the tournament in Qatar 
and scored twice in the 
game that finished 3-3 
through extra time. 
"It's just crazy that it be- 
came a reality this way," 
Messi said. "I craved for 
this so much. I knew God 
would bring this gift to me. 
I had the feeling that this 
was the one." 
Kylian Mbappe certainly 
made Messi work for a 
golden trophy that had 
eluded him throughout his 
storied career. 
The France forward scored 
a hat trick as the defend- 
ing champions came back 
from 2-0 down and then 
evened the match again 
after Messi made it 3-2 in 
extra time. 
But this was Messi's night 
and Messi's World Cup. 
"It took so long, but here it 
is," Messi said. "We suffered 
a lot, but we managed to 
do it." 
For some, no one will ever 
surpass Pele, who won the 
World Cup three times with 
Brazil. 
Even in Messi's homeland 
of Argentina, Diego Mara- 
dona remains, for many, 
the country's ultimate soc- 
cer icon after captaining 
the national team to the 
1986 World Cup title. 
And for the past 15 years 
or so, Messi has had a per- 
sonal rivalry with Cristiano 
Ronaldo just to establish 
himself as the finest player 
of his generation. 
Competition is fierce when 
it comes to determining 
the greatest of all time, or 
the GOAT, as it has come 
to be known. 
It can come down to the 
smallest of margins that 
separate players of such 
brilliance. 
Messi's failure to win the 


sport's biggest prize has 
always counted against 
him when measuring his 
achievements against Pele 
and Maradona. The same 
goes for Ronaldo. 
Messi is a seven-time winner 
of the Ballon d'Or award for 
the best player in the world 
and lifted club soccer's big- 
gest prize, the Champions 
League trophy, on four oc- 
casions. He ended his wait 
for a first major trophy with 
his country at last year's 
Copa America. 
Yes, he was part of the Ar- 
gentina team that lost to 
Germany 1-0 in the 2014 
final, but the magic he pro- 
duced game in, game out 
during his peak years for 
Barcelona never seemed 
to translate when wearing 
the blue and white stripes 
of his country.q 


Argentina's Lionel Messi kisses the trophy after winning the World Cup final soccer match between 
Argentina and France at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, Qatar, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022. Argentina won 
4-2 in a penalty shootout after the match ended tied 3-3. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


